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2019 Nimiipuu Wellbriety Movement
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Lapwai- On January 6th, 2019 families, individuals, and 
Nez Perce tribal departments came together in a fight to 
take back the community from addiction. The event was 
held at the Pi-Nee-Waus Community Center, with over 
100 people in attendance, celebrating the introduction 
of the Nimiipuu Wellbriety Movement. This event is just 
the start of the healing journey for the Nimiipuu People. 

The Wellbriety Movement is an interconnected 
web organization, spreading across Native Nations car-
rying the message of cultural knowledge regarding re-
covery. Jasmine Higheagle, Cecelia Alvarez, Quanah 
Wheeler, and their team of wellbriety warriors, facilitat-
ed a Gathering of Friends ceremony to encourage con-
versation about the struggles of drugs and alcoholism.

Alvarez’s overall goal for running the Wellbriety meet-
ings is to heal the community. Holding the meetings eve-
ry Tuesday and Thursday has helped her to overcome the 
obstacles and challenges she is faced with. She has dedi-
cated time and effort encouraging her community members 
to heal themselves, and help each other to do the same. 

The Nez Perce Tribe has 
recently developed a Com-
munications Program. This 
program has taken on many 
responsibilities including, but 
not limited to: website main-
tenance/development, social 
media management, weekly 
newsletter production, mass 
email dissemination, and 
most recently the production 
of the Nimiipuu Tribal Tribune. 
We are a team of three, each 
with our own responsibilities. 
Being that we provide a sub-
stantial amount of informa-
tion to the public, we would 
like to introduce ourselves.

Chantal Ellenwood, Nez Perce 
Tribal member, is the Pub-
lisher/ Marketing Special-
ist and primarily handles all 
matters in relation to the 
Nimiipuu Tribal Tribune. Her 
responsibilities include for-
matting, design and layout 

-Continue  Reading Intros
on Page 5
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Wilúupup 
(will-lew-poop)

“The sound cold air 
makes going through 
the flaps of a teepee”

Jackie Koehler has a love for the outdoors. She 
has a large garden area that she enjoys working in. “I 
love working outside no matter what I’m doing, wheth-
er it’s hauling wood or moving rocks.” Jackie says. 

Jackie drives 45 minutes every day to get 
to work. She works in the Finance Department for 
the Nez Perce Tribe as a Staff Accountant. She has 
been in her position for two years, and counting.

As a Staff Accountant, Jackie’s job requires her to han-
dle all of the accounts funded by hard dollars. She process-
es a large volume of financial transactions on a daily basis. 
“Accuracy and efficiency are important traits for this line of 
work,” Jackie says to anyone interested in financial positions.  

The Nez Perce Tribe’s Finance Department man-
ages all of the financial activity for the tribe; initiating all 
financial transactions for the accounts. Jackie is respon-
sible for verifying account codes and the availability of 
funds, reconciling accounts and maintaining spreadsheets. 

Jackie has worked in accounting and bookkeeping 
all of her life, beginning with the Broward County School 
Board in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida. She worked there for al-
most 20 years before her family moved to Idaho in 1996. 

Jackie’s husband, Scott is her number one, big-
gest fan who encouraged her to apply for the posi-
tion she holds today. “I can’t imagine anyone feel-
ing more loved,” Jackie says about her husband.

Jackie would also like to thank her department,
“Everyone has helped me in one way or an-
other,” she says. “However, I will always re-
member a warm welcome from Alice Spaulding 
and Catherine Bigman, in Executive Direction.” 

Jacquelyn (Jackie) Koehler

Her Own Story

Nimiipuutímtki- The People’s Language 
(Nee-mee-poo-timt-key) 

Good Morning
Good Afternoon
Good Evening
Good Night
Thank You

tots-may-wee
tots-ha-luhh
tots-koo-L-ow-wit
tots-see-cat-tin
cut-see-Y-ow-Y-ow

Ta’c Méeywi
Ta’c Haláx
Ta’c Qu’léewit
Ta’c C’iqéetin
Qe’ciyéw’yew

Thank you Pat 
for 28 years of 
dedication to 
the Nez 
Perce 
Tribe
For information Regarding the Nimiipuu 
Pendleton Blanket Contact Terry Ball at 

fishinwithtball@gmail.com

mailto:fishinwithtball@gmail.com
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In attendance at the 
Nimiipuu Wellbriety event, 
was Waahp-qaqun Drum and 
passionate keynote speakers: 
Hattie Kauffman of Seattle, 
Washington; James Pakootas 
of Nespelem, Washington; 
David Powell of The Dalles, 
Oregon; and Jason Umtuch of 
Portland, Oregon. They shared 
their stories of breaking the cy-
cle and overcoming the hard-
ships pertaining to the past.

The Wellbriety Event 
was introduced in the com-
munity Wellbriety meetings as 
a way to connect the princi-
ples, values, and natural laws 
while walking the red road.

The Wellbriety 
Meetings, held in Lapwai by 
community members, pro-
vides a safe and supportive 
unity group committed to fo-
cusing on sober lifestyles and 
they cover the mental, spir-
itual, physical, and emotional 
wellness balance. It is said 
that to heal ourselves and help 
others heal, we must create a 
healing forest. Our bodies are 
the strong rooted trees and 
our limbs are the branches 
reaching out to the creator, 
and holding each other up. 

Attending the wellbrie-
ty meetings provides support, 
growth, and hope. During each 
meeting, opportunities arise 
regarding solutions for the 
youth to overcome obstacles 
they may face in the future. If 
we are able to beat the bat-
tles today, we can put an end 
to the war our youth poten-
tially face tomorrow. It is time 
to heal the community for all 
Nimiipuu generations to come.

It took a community to 
bring the Nimiipuu Wellbriety 
Movement together. Himéeq’is 
Qeci’yew’yew to the Nez Perce 
Tribe Enterprises, Nez Perce 
Express, Nez Perce Tribe Ex-
ecutive Director’s Office, Nez 
Perce Tribe General Council 

Committee, Nez Perce Tribal 
Police Department, Nimiipuu 
Health, Nez Perce Tribe Child 
Protective Services, Nimiip-
uu Community Development 
Fund, Nez Perce Students For 
Success, Nez Perce i-Vision 
Program, Nez Perce Financial 
Assistance, Nez Perce Voca-
tional Rehabilitation Services, 
Nez Perce Veteran’s Program, 
Nez Perce Child Support En-
forcement Program, Marsh’s 
Trading Post, Ferris Paisano 
and Family, Bill Picard and 
Family, Charlotte Watters, 
Jay and Teresa Leighton and 
Family, Gordon Higheagle and 
Family, Mary Taylor and Fam-
ily, Odom Corporation, Ryan 
Oatman, Kyle Corpuz, Sandra 
Higheagle, Evie Higheagle, 
Glory Sobotta, Darci Reagan, 
Traci Holt, Claudine Raba-
go, Julie Hardisty, Northwest 
Designs and Screen Print-
ing, Rosauers, First Step 4 
Life Recovery, URM, Nimiip-
uu Wellbriety Program, high 
schooler Tui Moliga (who lead 
the meal time prayer), the 
youth who helped set up and 
serve food, and all volunteers. 
Even the smallest support 
helps accomplish big dreams. 

“My brothers were 
singing and I just stood there 
praying and releasing the an-
gels throughout the building. 
The power of prayer is strong, 
God really pulled through on 
this event,” Higheagle stated, 
“This event was a room full of 
answered prayers. We’ve all 
been affected by this in one 
way or another, or we were the 
cause of it, but now we’re turn-
ing our pain into a purpose.” 

If you would like to 
join the Nimiipuu Wellbri-
ety Movement, meetings are 
held Tuesdays and Thurs-
days at 6:00 pm at Lap-
wai City Hall (315 S. Main 
Street). For more informa-
tion, please contact Jasmine 
Higheagle at 208-790-1066 
or jasmineh@nezperce.org.  

mailto:jasmineh@nezperce.org
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Government Shutdown May Eventually Impact he Nez Perce Tribe

Since December 21st, 
2018, The U.S. Federal Gov-
ernment has been shut down 
due to battling over funding 
for a border wall. The issues 
experienced in the last weeks 
are concerning and exasper-
ating for all Native Nations, 
but are not directly affecting 
the Nez Perce Tribe at this 
time. However, the longer 
the shutdown lasts, it could 
eventually have an impact 
on some tribal programs. 

The shutdown of the 
forest service has impacted 
the ability for staff to work 
on issues with forest service 
projects and forest manage-
ment. The United States De-
partment of Commerce; the 
Cabinet department of the 
United States government 

concerned with promoting 
economic growth, including 
NOAA, has stalled employees 
from working on fish issues.

The Government shut-
down does not currently im-
pact Nimiipuu Health (NMPH), 
and likely will not for many 
months. NMPH is financially 
set to continue present pro-
grams and activities for at 
least six months. “If the shut-
down extends beyond seven 
months we’d need to signifi-
cantly reduce the scope of 
healthcare services provided 
in the Lapwai and Kamiah 
Clinics, including decreased 
staffing,” Joe Cladouhos, 
NMPH Director, concluded.  

The Nez Perce Tribe  
Food Distribution Services is 
unaffected right now as well.  

Nez Perce Tribe Social Services Clothing 
Bin Provides Clothes to Those in Need 

The Nez Perce Tribe Social Services has created a bin utilized for distributing clothes to those in need. Clothing sizes 
range from children to adults and change according to the seasons. The clothing bin is unlocked and located on the 
front steps, outside of the Social Services building. It can be accessed by anyone at any time. Please remember to 
remain courteous of others by keeping the clothing bin in neat order, and by taking only what you need. If you would 
like to donate please bring your items to the Social Services Building located at 217 B Street in Lapwai, Idaho. For 
more information regarding the clothing bin, contact Sophia Allen at 208-621-4665 or email sophiaa@nezperce.org.

“We are continuing nor-
mal day to day operations 
until we are told different, 
and continuing with regular 
business operations, serv-
ing our clients,” said Thun-
der Garcia, USDA Food and 

Happy 1st Birthday Zane Yakah Moody
January 15th 

Nutrition Services Director.
The Nez Perce National 

Historical Park Visitor Cent-
er is closed and will remain 
closed until the government 
shutdown is over. The park 
remains open to the public. 

mailto:sophiaa@nezperce.org
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Her grandparents are Ray-
mond and Bernadine 
(George) Ellenwood, Marie 
(Maxwell) Barden, the 
late LaVern Barden, and 
the late Kenneth Howell. 

Farren Penney-Wilker-
son, Nez Perce Tribal mem-
ber, is the Digital Media Spe-
cialist, working part-time. 
Her responsibilities include 
producing the NPT Weekly 
newsletter, uploading content 
to social media, sending out 
mass emails, and assisting 
with website maintenance. 

Farren is the wife of 
Travis Wilkerson and they 
have three children, all boys. 
She also provides home-
schooling for her children 
and manages marketing 
for a few local businesses. 

In her spare time, 
Farren enjoys traveling 
with her family and serv-
ing with her fellow Nimi-
ipuu sisters at NightLife 
Women’s Bible Study at the 
CrossPoint Alliance Church.

She is the daugh-
ter of Dave and Marie Pen-
ney. Her grandparents are 
the late JoAnn and Fred 
Jose, Ira Penney, and the 
late George and Marie Allen. 

Kayeloni Scott, 
Spokane Tribal member and 
Nez Perce descendant, is the 
Communications Manager 
and oversees the program. 
Aside from assisting with 
the production of our men-
tioned external communica-
tions, she is also responsible 
for public and community 
relations, handling media re-
quests, and formatting press 
releases on behalf of the Tribe. 

Kayeloni enjoys spend-
ing time with her háama, 
Trent Martinez, and their 
two dogs; traveling and visit-
ing family. She also likes to 
volunteer with Lapwai Com-
munity Coalition and spend 
time working out at the gym. 

Kayeloni is the daugh-
ter of Harold ‘Hulie’ and 
Danielle Scott. Her grand-
parents are the late An-
drew Bohn, the late Eve-
lyn ‘Suki’(Abrahamson) 
Pascal, Josh and Nancy 
Leighton, and Alfred and 
Darlene (Greene) Pinkham. 

We are excited to pro-
vide readers information and 
knowledge pertaining to what 
is going on in our communi-
ties. We would like to encour-
age everyone to reach out to 
us if we can answer any ques-
tions or be of any assistance.  

Check Out
Lapwai’s 

Little Free 
Library

A free book sharing 
site has arrived in Lap-
wai, located at the Pi-
Nee-Waus Community 
Center at 100 Agency 
Road. The Little Free 
Library  was gifted to 
the Lapwai community 
through the Impact Li-
brary Program, part of 
a world wild network 
of Little Free Libraries. 
The goals are to pro-
mote reading, improve 
literacy, and build com-
munity. The books in-
side the Little Free Li-
brary are always gifts, 
never for sale. If you 
would like more in-
formation on the Lit-
tle Free Library  in 
Lapwai, visit https://
littlefreelibrary.org or 
contact  Library Stew-
ard, Angela Sondenaa 
at lfl70093@gmail.com

Dr. Hartwig, Nez Perce 
Tribal member, is set to 
begin her position as 
the Medial Director of 
Nimiipuu Health in Jan-
uary. She will start her 
visits then, and initially 
will be in the office on 
certain days. By July, 
Dr. Hartwig is antici-
pated to begin fulltime. 
Dr. Hartwig received 
her Doctorate of Medi-
cine in 2003 as a Medi-
cal Director, Diplomat 
of American Board 
of Family Practice; 
from the University 
of Washington School 
of Medicine. Her ex-
perience includes 12 
years of clinical prac-
tice, 2.5 years of 
medical directorship 
for a native facility, 
and owning a private 
practice for 4.5 years. 
She is the daughter of 
the late Cheryl (John-
nie) Cunningham, Dav-
id Cunningham, Sr., and 
Hank Lefthand. She is 
the granddaughter of 
Gloria Jane (Spauld-
ing) Harrison, David 
(Chickie) Harrison, 
Raphael Johnnie, Sr., 
the late Fred and Mar-
ian Cunningham, and 
the late Alberta Hollie. 

Tác ‘ee páayn
R. Kim

(Cunningham) 
Hartwig, MD

The Nimiipuu Tribal tribune is published twice a month on the first and third Wednesday. 
Our mission is to publish a timely and credible resource for our loyal readers and provide 
local information relevant to the Nimiipuu people and surrounding communities. Our 
vision is to disseminate content of interest to readers and to ensure this news publica-
tion is accessible by all. For more information on submissions, classified ads, display 
ad rates, and subscriptions visit http://nezperce.org/government/communications/  

Contact: Chantal Ellenwood
208-621-4807

chantale@nezperce.org
Mailing: P.O. Box 365 

Physical: 120 Beaver Grade
Lapwai, ID 83540

https://littlefreelibrary.org
https://littlefreelibrary.org
mailto:lfl70093@gmail.com
http://nezperce.org/government/communications/
mailto:chantale@nezperce.org
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Six Wildcats Honored on Senior Night

#10 Raequel Domebo

#12 Kalela Reuben #42 Aurelia Ellenwood#23 Kelani Smith

#22 Taneasa Shippentower

Nimiipuu Tribal Flag Welcomes ESPN College Game Day to Pullman 
Pullman, WA- The Nimiipuu tribal flag was present to 
welcome ESPN’s arrival to Washington State Universi-
ty’s first ever College Game Day appearance in October. 
The flag was proudly represented by the McFarland/
Yearout family to not only welcome ESPN Game Day an-
nouncers to WSU, but also to the Nimiipuu tribal home-
land. “A lot of our family members all took turns holding 
the flag for over three hours,” Joyce McFarland said. 

ui Moliga Signs with 
Walla Walla Commu-
nity College on a 
Baseball Scholarship T

vory Miles-Williams 
Scored 13 Points on 
Evergreen State to 
Contribute to the #1 
Ranked Yotes Record. 

I
#55 Sawaya Greene

The Wildcats defeated Troy 44-31 for a Whitepine League Division 1 victory. 
Coach Eric Spencer allowed all six seniors to start the game against Troy on 
Saturday, January 12, 2019. Aurelia Ellenwood led the seniors and the team with 
14 points, five assists and four steals, Sawaya Greene (four points), Raequel 
Domebo (two points), Kalela Reuben (four points), Kelani Smith (two points). 
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Lapwai- The Ellenwood 
Family invites you to attend 
The Littlefoot Ellenwood
Men’s All-Indian Memo-
rial Basketball Tourna-
ment. January 25th, 26th 
and 27th, 2019. Memorial 
and give away will start Fri-
day, January 25th at 9:00 
o’clock a.m. at the Pi-Nee-
Waus Gym. 12:00 o’clock 
p.m. dinner will be served.
First game will start Friday,
January 25th at 6:00 o’clock
p.m., second game will start
at 8:00 o’clock p.m., games
will continue for the rest of
the weekend. NPTEC has
approved four hours of ad-
min leave for tribal employ-
ees wanting to attend the
memorial and giveaway on
Friday. Must show ID (Tribal
or CIB) to play. All teams are
now full. Contact Chedda
Ellenwood for more informa-
tion at cheddae@gmail.com
or call/text 208-791-3434.

What goes up must come 
down.  That’s the angst facing 
many investors in recent months 
as the longest bull market in U.S. 
stock market history appears 
on edge.  This fall students at 
Lapwai High School got a taste 
of this angst by experiencing 
what investing pros call volatil-
ity - aka a wild roller coast ride!

The senior class com-
peted in a eight week online in-
vesting simulation known as The 
Stock Market Game (SMG), a na-
tional program designed to teach 
young people how to invest in 
stocks, bonds, and mutual funds.  
Students were separated into 
thirteen teams that faced 65 
other teams from high schools 
throughout the state.  Each team 
started with $100,000 in fantasy 
cash and managed their portfoli-
os as part of an economics class.

“The kids really enjoyed 
designing portfolios and check-
ing stock prices every morning” 
commented Lapwai economics 
teacher, Georgie Kerby.  “Many 
of them invested in companies 
that they’re familiar with like 
Nike, Apple, and Walmart.  It 
certainly was an eye opener for 
them to think about publically 
traded companies as investors 
rather than just consumers.”

The Lapwai SMG project 
was made possible by support 

from Nimiipuu Community De-
velopment Fund, a Native led 
community development finan-
cial institution that serves the 
Nez Perce Tribe and traditional 
areas of Idaho, Oregon, and 
Washington.  A First Nations De-
velopment Institute investor ed-
ucation consultant added techni-
cal assistance and training with 
support from the FINRA Inves-
tor Education 
F o u n d a t i o n 
and the North-
west Area 
Founda t i on .

“This is Lap-
wai’s second 
year participat-
ing in the Stock 
Market Game”
e x p l a i n e d 
Nimiipuu Exec-
utive Director 
and SMG Ad-
visor, Jonelle 
Yearout .  “We held a pilot last 
spring that revealed which in-
vesting concepts are most ap-
plicable to our students along 
with strategies for maximizing 
returns.  It paid off because 
this fall we had four teams fin-
ish in the top ten in the state.”

In addition to the nu-
merous Idaho 1A-D1 girls and 
boys state basketball cham-
pionships, the Lapwai Wild-

cats are embracing a new kind 
of success – investing savvy.

Victoria Johnnie was a 
member of Lapwai’s top SMG 
team that ranked second in the 
state with a final portfolio value 
of $103,548.  Her team’s 3.55% 
total return beat the Standard & 
Poor’s 500 Index by 9.3% for the 
same period.  Moreover, collec-
tively all thirteen Wildcat teams 

finished as the 
state’s top ranked 
school with aver-
age total equity 
that beat the 
S&P by over 6%.  

“I re-
ally liked learn-
ing how to pick 
stocks” said the 
seventeen-year-
old referring to 
winning trades 
on Amazon, Del-
ta Airlines, Micro-
soft, and Toyo-

ta.   “Researching what makes 
a company worth investing in, 
fundamentals and trends.  I only 
wish we’d had a chance to play 
the game sooner, freshman and 
sophomore years, so we could 
play all through high school.”

Another student, seven-
teen-year-old Anthony Spen-
cer, felt that learning how to 
read stock charts along with an 
understanding of capital mar-

kets were valuable lessons.
“I really enjoyed this game” 
shared the seventeen-year old 
multi-sport athlete who plays 
football, baseball, and rides 
horses.  “It taught me a lot about 
money and what to look for and 
what not to look for.  I plan to in-
vest on my own in the next year 
so this was good preparation.”

It’s no secret that 2018 
was a tough year on Wall 
Street so maybe a few under-
performing hedge fund man-
agers could learn something 
from some super cool students 
in Lapwai, Idaho.  Go Wildcats!

The Idaho Stock Market 
Game competition is a program 
created by the Securities Indus-
try and Financial Markets Associ-
ation (SIFMA) Foundation in local 
partnership with Boise State Uni-
versity.  It is offered twice annu-
ally in the fall and spring.  As part 
of First Nations ongoing commit-
ment to investor education SMG 
aligns seamlessly with its efforts 
to financially empower Native 
communities.  Many states offer 
state and regional SMG competi-
tions similar to Idaho.  For more 
information on how First Nations 
can assist your school or youth 
group with innovative inves-
tor education solutions please 
contact First Nations Investor 
Education Consultant Shawn 
Spruce (agoyopi@gmail.com).

Lapwai Wildcats Score in Stock Market Challenge
By Shawn Spruce

mailto:cheddae@gmail.com
mailto:agoyopi@gmail.com
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Melvin “Hopsing” Rickman, 63, Lapwai, ID

Melvin Earl Rickman 
– “Hopsing” as known by his
friends was born December
11, 1955 to Florene Rickman,
NP and Elmer Rickman, CDA.
Melvin was an enrolled mem-
ber of the Nez Perce Tribe
and was raised most of his
life at the Grant/McCormack
Ranch on 633 N. 3rd Street
West in Lapwai. Melvin was
raised by his grandma and
grandpa, Rena McCormack
and Sam Slickpoo. He spoke
Nez Perce and enjoyed build-
ing sweat with his uncles and
grandpa Fox McCormack.
Melvin attended elemen-
tary at Lapwai until his 6th

grade where he moved with 
his brother, Douglas Marconi 
to live for a time with their 
Aunt Vera Sonneck at Bell 
Gardens, California and then 
moved to Portland, Oregon. 

Eventually Melvin re-
turned to Lapwai to become part 
of the Graduating Class of 1975.
Melvin was an avid outdoors-
man who loved to fish, hunt, 
gather roots, firewood, pick 
mountain tea, gather kaus 
kaus and pick huckleber-
ries. He also loved work-
ing for the Nez Perce Tribe. 

Melvin worked many 
years for the Forest Prod-
ucts Enterprise Depart-
ment of the Nez Perce Tribe. 
He also worked as a wildland 
firefighter and camp crew boss 
for the tribe. When the oppor-
tunity arose he worked for the 
Clearwater River Casino as 
swing shift lead security officer. 
With his infectious smile and 
hosting service, he enjoyed 
making sure his co-workers 
and casino clients were safe. 
With sadness but still want-
ing to serve his community. 

Melvin began working 

Leo Laurence Jones 
passed away in Grangeville 
on Tuesday, Dec. 25, 2018.

Leo was born to John A. 
Jones and Amelia Tellier Jones 
in St. Ignatius, Mont., on Dec. 
6, 1943, joined in birth by 
his twin brother, Loubert. He 
spent much of his upbring-
ing with his maternal grand-
parents, Laurette and Annie 
Broncheau Tellier. The 11 chil-
dren in birth order included: 
Alfred, Kenneth, Marie, Ade-
line, Earl Dennis, Pauline, Leo, 
Loubert, Ira, Dalon and Vickie. 

Leo was very proud 

to be an enrolled mem-
ber of the Nez Perce Tribe 
of Idaho, a veteran of the 
U.S. Army and a graduate of 
the University of Montana.
Leo was raised and attend-
ed school in St. Ignatius. 
He grew up playing with his 
brothers and sisters, and they 
created many fond memories, 
raising heck and having great 
adventures on Mission Creek. 

He enjoyed the family 
traditions of hunting and fish-
ing throughout his lifetime and 
passed that love and apprecia-
tion for nature to his children. 
He was an accomplished ath-
lete who played baseball from 
Little League through Babe 
Ruth teams in his youth and 
played with local teams in his 
young adulthood. He was an 
avid collector of baseball cards.

In his later years, with 
his brothers and friends, he 
expanded his fishing and 
hunting experiences by fish-
ing for salmon on the South-
fork and main stem of the 
Clearwater River in Idaho and 
hunting for elk and moose 
in the Lochsa River area, ex-
ercising the Nez Perce trea-

Leo Laurence Jones, 75, Grangeville, ID

for the Nez Perce Tribe Water 
Resource Program under the 
supervision of Dave Sornner-
man. The two worked projects 
that enhanced the healthy 
management of waste and 
community clean-up activi-
ties. Melvin the assisted and 
helped manage the Recycling 
Program and worked digging 
grave plots. His mastery of 
the mini-x backhoes and skill 
of loading and unloading trail-
ers/bins made him an asset 
to those needing the skills. 
Melvin was working on the 
Elder Wood Delivery Project 
at the time of his death.Melvin 
was always proud that he 
served others before himself.

Melvin married Lana 
Guzman in 1977. Together 
they have three children; Jar-
rod, Laatis-Tema and Lelanda. 
He resided and raised his chil-
dren at 22500 Domebo Flats. 
He then returned to his fam-
ily home taking care of his 
mother, Florene Rickman until 
her passing. The family Ranch 
Home burned in 2014. He 
then lived with his son, Jar-
rod until he moved into the 

Chief Joseph Senior Citizen’s 
Complex #13 residing there 
with Lana until his passing on 
Tuesday, October 23rd, 2018. 

His heart’s desire has al-
ways been to rebuild and return 
home to his family home site. 
Melvin leaves behind his wife, 
Lana and children, Jarrod (Le-
slie), Laatis-Tema (James) and 
Lelanda (Clarence, Sr.); and 
his grandchildren LaShawn-
da, Althea, LeBron, Carmelo, 
Clarence, Jr., Kyrie, Samuel, 
Sequoiah and Alee. His broth-
er, Douglas Marconi (Tina) and 
niece, Rena (Derek), nephews, 
Urisha (Randi) and Douglas Jr. 
(Andrea); and their children 
Derek Jr., Daxton, Carter Doug-
las, Haddie Joy, Noah and Sky-
lar from Nespelem, Washing-
ton. His aunt and uncle, Vera 
and Kenny Sonneck as well 
as all those family and friends 
that knew and loved him.

Please if I did not men-
tion you forgive me. I know 
this, if you were christened 
with a nickname by Melvin, you 
held a special place in his heart 
that at times we had to ask him 
“Who are you talking about?” 

ty rights. He enjoyed being 
outdoors and loved the sun.

Leo served in the U.S. 
Army and was stationed in 
Panama during the 1964 Pana-
manian riots, and he had many 
stories to tell from that experi-
ence. Upon his honorable dis-
charge from the Army, he re-
turned home to Montana and 
started a new phase in his life. 

He met and married 
Dorothy Teigen and they 
were blessed with two chil-
dren, Sheldon and Shel-
ley. They later divorced. 

During this time, he be-
gan his work career, like many 
other young men, at the Dupu-
is Lumber Mill in Polson, Mont.
He had various other jobs but 
decided to follow his love of art 
and moved his family to Missou-
la, Mont., to attend the Univer-
sity of Montana. He graduated 
with a bachelor’s degree in art 
in 1979. He was very talented 
and created amazing paint-
ings, drawings and portraits.

Another phase in Leo’s 
life happened in about 2010, 
when he moved to Kamiah 
to work for the Nez Perce 
Tribe at the tribal casinos. 

He returned to his mother’s 
homeland and enjoyed what 
the area offered. He re-
tired from work life in 2015.

Leo had the family good 
looks, a unique sense of humor 
and a great wit that will be re-
membered and missed by all 
who knew him. He is survived 
by his children, Sheldon Jones 
and Shelley Jones; grandchil-
dren Taylor Ohl and Dylan Ohl; 
siblings Ken, Marie Ashley, 
Pauline Nicholson (Del), Lou-
bert (Norma), Ira (Alice) and 
Vickie Belgard (Davy); and 
many nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in 
death by his parents and grand-
parents, and siblings Alfred, 
Adeline, Dennis and Dalon.
There will be a viewing from 
3 to 7 p.m. MST Tuesday at 
the longhouse in St. Ignatius. 
Graveside services will be held 
at 11 a.m. MST Wednesday at 
the Catholic cemetery in St. Ig-
natius, with a luncheon to fol-
low at the longhouse. Arrange-
ments are under the direction 
of the Blackmer Funeral Home 
of Grangeville. You may sub-
mit your condolences online 
at Blackmerfuneralhome.com.
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The Wilson family 

would like to thank the many people who helped us 
through the loss of our father, brother, uncle, grandfa-
ther, friend and comrade.  It is times like this that you 
find out how giving and caring our people are.  Ni Mii 
Puu are wonderful human beings and we are thankful 

for your presence and support.

The Wilson family would like to thank the following 
people who assisted us in our time of loss with food, 
song, comfort, and love: Josh H., Lew, Savion, Hacw-
al, Nige, Casey, John, Simon, Easton, Larry G., Kris 
Lee, Dave Holt, Eric Holt, Levi Taylor, Steve Rueben, Al 
Wheeler, Jim Spencer, Tom Alfrey, Scarey Larry, Ben, 
Scotty, Bub, Deanie, Jena Rudee, Ronda, Riki, Vina 
Jackie, Vivian, Arleen, Woofy, Beck, Aillia, Tai, Liz, Glo-
ria, Fred, Pizza, Uncle Fish, Diana, Yogi, Mike, Sandy, 
Marque, Cinni, Amaris, Domy, Jackienna, Toosh, Jeff, 
Leroy, Geneva, Bessie, Aqua & Crew, Melissa, Myra, 
Tiapo, SJRMS crew, Buck girls, and the many others 

who shared their prayers, thoughts and memories.

We thank you from the bottom of our hearts for your 
assistance and loving support.  We pray for a healthy, 

prosperous new year and good wishes to you all.  
-The Wilson Family

Joseph Charles Clapp, 
53, passed away unexpect-
edly on Sunday December 30, 
2018 in West Jordan, Utah.

He was born, Joseph 
J. Shippentower on June 20,
1965 in Lewiston, Idaho to
Katherine McConville Jackson
and Jasper Shippentower Jr. He
was a resident of Kearns, Utah.

Joseph comes from ma-
ternal grandparents:  John J. 
McConville and Estella Frank 
of Spalding, Idaho,  paternal 
grandparents: Jasper J. Ship-
pentower Sr. (Eum-IlpIlp/Red 
Mouth) of the Walla Walla and 
Umatilla and Lizzie Ann Scott of 
Agatha and Spalding, Idaho on 
the Clearwater River. He was a 
member of the Nez Perce Tribe.  

Joseph was raised by his 
parents Lynn and Billie Clapp. 
He enjoyed being outdoors, es-

pecially if he was going fishing.  
He had a love for music and 
sports, especially Basketball.  

Joseph was proceeded 
in death by, his father, Jas-
per Shippentower Jr. in 2000, 
maternal and paternal grand-
parents, his sister Darla Ship-
pentower Steed in 2014, and 
brother Charlie Frank in 2008.  

Joseph is survived by 
his children, Derek, Krystal, 
and Madison. His parents: 
Lynn and Billie Clapp. His 
mother, Katherine McCon-
ville Jackson (Randall Jack-
son) sister Angela Martinez, 
brothers, Jared Clapp, Rawdy 
Burnside, Jeremy Allen and 
Jerel Allen and maternal uncle 
Butch McConville of Lapwai.  

He was a beloved Fa-
ther, Son, Brother, Uncle, 
and friend to all.  Joe was al-
ways the life of the party, al-
ways making everyone laugh.  
He will be missed dearly by 
all his loved ones. Funer-
al Services were conducted 
on January 5, 2019 in Salt 
Lake City, Utah. His brother, 
Jared Clapp has requested 
this information be shared 
for the relatives. A ceremony 
and return of the ashes to his 
homeland will be held dur-
ing the spring chinook salmon 
return on or near Memorial 
Day 2019. Rest in Peace Joe!  

Joseph Charles Clapp, 53, West Jordan, UT

Emotional Health Checklist 

Sometimes our emotional health can be a side effect of how we are treating our body. 

 Are you getting enough sleep? The Center for Disease Control and
Prevention states that teenagers need between 9 and 10 hours of sleep per
night. Getting less than this amount can cause feelings of mental instability, as
the body does not function well when it is sleep-deprived.

 How are your eating habits? Food gives our mind energy, and if we are not
eating “healthy” energy, how can we expect our minds to function in a healthy
way? A lot of caffeine and sugar can cause major changes in our bodies, as we
get a “high” and then “crash” several hours later.

 How much do you exercise?  Multiple research studies have been published
with results indicating that vigorous exercise can greatly reduce symptoms of
depression.  A little extra physical activity every day or every other day can help
keep emotions in check.

 How is your thinking? Sometimes we can get into patterns where certain
thoughts trigger anxiety or depression.  If you can identify a trigger thought, you
can then work at replacing it with a comforting statement (“I can handle this,” “I
am going to get through this,” “I am ok”).

 Are your mood changes mainly during the winter months? For some
people, the decreasing hours of sunshine during the winter greatly affects their
mental health. Many people have the “winter blues,” and some have Seasonal
Affective Disorder (SAD), both of which can be minimized with some basic self-
care.

Our emotional health is often a reflection of how well we take care of ourselves. 
Take care of your body and you take care of your mind. 

If you do take care of yourself and you still feel emotionally unhealthy, 
then it might be time to be seen by your doctor or a therapist. 

Nez Perce Tribe Children’s Home 

Please bring items to 
Sophia Allen 

Social Services Building 
217 B Street, Lapwai ID 

8:00 AM—4:30 PM 

How Can You Help? 
 Organize a Donation Drive at

your work, school, home, or
organization.

 Collect and Donate Supplies

 Make a Monetary Contribution

For More Information  
Contact Sophia Allen 
sophiaa@nezperce.org 
208-621-4665

Items Needed: 
 Clothes- Newborn to 18 years

 New/ Gently Used Shoes

 New/Gently Used Toys

 School Supplies

 Unused Hygiene Products

Dear Family and Friends of Melvin Rickman,

I humbly thank you for the love and support shown 
to myself, my children and grandchildren 

through this difficult time.  

I especially wish to thank our tribal program families- 
the Water Resource Department, the Child Support En-
forcement Program, Maintenance Program, Tribal Police, 

and Social Services, Taricia Moliga. And to the pallbearers, 
who are now my sons.

We are now in a year’s mourning so if you 
have an untold story, please keep it utill then. 

With sincere love and thanks Lana; 
Jerrod & Leslie; Laatis & James 

and Lelanda & Clarence, Sr.

mailto:sophiaa@nezperce.org


Any Questions? Contact Rachel Ellenwood | rellenwood@nezperce.org | 208.843.7362 | facebook.com/NPTCSEP 

17500 Nez Perce Road Lewiston, ID 83501 

Who should come?  
 Job seekers
 High School Students
 College Students

 We will have over 60 vendors
 This is event is FREE & open

to the public
 Bring your resume’s
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January 9th

Movies that Matter
Please join the climate team for a community brownbag lunch film 

and discussion series about our food system
in honor of food month.

These films are devoted to the game changing & hopeful work 
being done on food sovereignty and sustainability in the  

agriculture and community farming movement.    

~Cookies and drinks provided~

BIA Conference Room, Lapwai, Noon to 1:00

January 23rd

January 16th

~ Stay tuned for more Movies that Matter ~  
The next series will be devoted to climate change

Some restrictions apply. See dealer for details. Plus tax, title and $150 doc fee.

OVER 300 NEW & USED
VEHICLES AVAILABLE!

STK #18UD340A

STK #18UD400A

STK #18UD357STK #18D654A

STK #18UD355

STK #18UD380

2005 FORD F-150

2012 FORD 
FUSION SPORT

2011 DODGE GRAND 
CARAVAN EXPRESS

2011 FORD 
TAURUS LIMITED

2007 DODGE 
DURANGO SLT

2012 HYUNDAI 
TUCSON

 $9,998

 $9,998

 $9,488 $9,488

 $8,999

 $9,998

2016 CHEVROLET 
SPARK LS

2011 FORD 
FUSION SEL

 $8,998  $8,998STK #18D459A STK #18UD298A

STK #18D429ASTK #19D098B

STK #18UD354 STK #18UD330

STK #18D592B

STK #19D150A

2013 CHEVROLET 
MALIBU 1LT

2013 NISSAN 
ROGUE

2007 DODGE 
RAM PICKUP

2015 RAM 
1500 LARAMIE

2007 DODGE 
RAM PICKUP

2015 RAM 
1500 LARAMIE

 $8,998 $8,488

 $31,688  $32,998

 $30,998

 $31,688

NO SECURITY DEPOSIT REQUIRED. ALL PAYMENTS FIGURED AT 3.99% APR UP 
TO 72 MONTHS. PLUS TAX, TITLE AND $150 DOC FEE. ON APPROVED CREDIT. 

SEE DEALERSHIP FOR DETAILS.

Over 60 certified 
pre-owned vehicles

to choose from!

ZEKE 
DOMEBO
CALL  
208.659.6688

YOUR HOME FOR 
QUALITY PRE-OWNED VEHICLES

RELIABILITY - SELECTION - SERVICE

2015 SUBARU 
LEGACY 2.5I 
LIMITED CVT

2014 FORD 
EDGE SPORT 
AWD W/NAV

2016 FORD 
FOCUS SE 
5-SPEED
MANUAL

2016 SUBARU 
OUTBACK 2.5I 

PREMIUM

2014 VW
BEETLE

AUTO 2.5L

2009 
CHEVROLET 

SILVERADO LT

STK #18US160

STK #18US163

STK #18US156

STK #19S124A

STK # 18US177

STK #19S192A

$21,900

$19,991

$10,000

$24,995

$10,995

$17,995

mailto:rellenwood@nezperce.org
rogerssubaru.com
rogersdodge.com
https://www.facebook.com/RogersDodgeLewiston/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/RogersSubaru/
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Seed Starting 
Class

12:00pm - 1:00pm
Nimiipuu Health Clinic (Community Health 

Conference Room)

Everyone is welcome to  sign up
-No cost

-Seeds, soil, container, and label will be
provided. 

To sign up contact Danielle Scott, UI Extension Educator 208-791-4087

January 24, 2019

’apaqa’ánno’ ’ee kaa ’epeqíicxnu’ wéetesne 
- Respect and take care of the earth.

Nez Perce Tribe Water Resources Division - Solid Waste and Recycling Program   

Lapwai Contacts:    Jon Van Woerkom . (208) 791-3965  or   Linda Nemeth . lindan@nezperce.org 

“Talkin’ Trash” 
Do you remember the 3 Rs? 

REDUCE, REUSE, RECYCLE 
Recycling is an awesome 

practice, but it is just part of 
it . Next month, read our 
newsletter to find a list of 

ways you can REDUCE your 
waste and help us toward 

our goal : 

Nez Perce Tribe Recycling Program Newsletter—Jan. 2019 

New Schedule 

Starting Jan 17th! 

Thursdays 
Lapwai Tribal Offices Recycling Collection 

(no longer on Fridays) 

What Can You Recycle With Us? 

#1 & #2 Plastic bottles - empty & rinsed* 

Aluminum cans - empty & rinsed* 

Office paper, envelopes, catalogs  & magazines 

Shredded paper - in clear plastic  bags 

Newspaper 

Used printer/ink cartridges 

Used candles 

Cardboard - flattened 

Tin cans - empty & rinsed* 

Car batteries 
*If it is not rinsed, it is considered contaminated and goes straight
to the landfill—the exact opposite of what we are all trying to do!

Kamiah Contact:  Errol Robinson  (208) 791-0687 

Commodity Foods for 
recycling their stretch wrap 

with us!  Thank you!! 

April 11, 2019 
Clearwater River Casino  

Event Center 
Registration starts at 7:30 am 

Event Ends at 3:30 pm 

Sponsored by:  
Nez Perce Tribal Cancer Prevention, NWCCP 

Contact: Nimiipuu Health—CHD  
208-843-9375

Extension 2908, Extension 2923 

mailto:lindan@nezperce.org
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www.crcasino.com
https://www.facebook.com/CRCasino/



